
COMET training on WRF and other NWP training

Who? Stephen Jascourt and Bill Bua, COMET NWP trainers

Purpose of discussion:
Update/revise plans (or express happiness with current plans) 
to meet evolving needs of NWS forecasters

Topics:
1)WRF training plans
2)Real-Time Mesoscale Analysis (RTMA) training timing
3)Mode of training for WRF, Gridded MOS, RTMA, High-
resolution models



WRF Training

Components

1) Powerpoints: prep for viewing parallel runs (early January)

2) Newsgroups: revise to bbs (early January)

3) Teletraining: forecast impacts focus (beginning late March)

4) NWP course update: nonhydrostatic, p-σ coordinate (April)

5) Model matrix update (April)



WRF Training
Powerpoints: prep for viewing parallel runs (early January)

• What is WRF? – concept overview
• Overview of physics (little change), dynamics, vert. coord, …
• How access/view parallels ???
• Things to be looking for in the parallels (topo effect, initial
condition, diurnal cycle, etc.)
• CASES! (not detailed MWR, just highlights/key points)

– Geographically specific (Santa Ana, lake effect, tornado, 
orographic, hurricane, etc.)
– Different powerpoints with different mix of cases



WRF Training
Newsgroups: revise to bbs (early January)
Purpose = near real-time discussion about parallel



WRF Training
Newsgroups: revise to bbs (early January)



WRF Training
Teletraining: forecast impacts focus (beginning late March)

The big training happening!
Focus is not on model construction except by way of example
Focus is on NAM-Eta vs NAM-WRF results, cases

Problem: limited duration of parallel test period (Jan-March)
Will need to use retrospectives for other seasons (if available)



WRF Training
NWP course update: nonhydrostatic, p-σ coordinate (April)



WRF Training
Model matrix update (April): substitute WRF column for Eta



Real-Time Mesoscale Analysis

• Not in FY06 plans because thought was later
• NCEP ready to send output over SBN by summer
• AWIPS planned not until OB7, fall 2006 or later
• Regions might set up interim work-around?

When is training needed?

FY06 major pieces of work after WRF:
• Training development/delivery for gridded MOS
• Module on use of high-resolution models

To move up RTMA, must delay one of the above



Format of NWP major training

• WRF teletraining
• Gridded MOS teletraining?
• RTMA teletraining?
• High-resolution models webcast?
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